
WINDLESHAM & CAMBERLEY CAMERA CLUB

COMPETITION RULES

UPDATED AUGUST 2013 (with new procedures for image submission)
A. PRINCIPLES AND DEFINITIONS

1. Photographic competitions for prints and digitally projected images are held regularly to foster the spirit of photographic excellence and improvement.

2. To conform to this all images must have been wholly originated (i.e. ‘taken’) by the Club Member who submits the image and who must own the copyright of the image and all parts of it if it is a composite image.

3. All images must have been originated (i.e. ‘taken’) by the entrant within the 2 years preceding the date of the competition unless otherwise stated.

4. Images may be in colour or monochrome.

5. Images that are the same, or substantially the same (including the use of alternative media types - prints or projected images), must not be submitted in more than one competition unless otherwise stated in specific rules governing the competition.

6. Images must be the sole work of the entrant.

7. The annual competition season runs from September to May.

8. The term ‘Projected Images’ represents digital files projected using a computer and digital projector.

9. Interpretation of these rules will be at the discretion of the Club’s Committee.

B. GENERAL RULES

1. The maximum numbers of entries permitted in each competition are defined in the rules below but variations may be announced in advance of any competition. This will be determined to ensure that each competition is manageable.

2. Details of each entry must be submitted on the appropriate entry form. Pre-registration of entry titles and/or submission of completed entry forms may be required. Requirements may differ for print and projected image competitions (see specific rules in paragraphs D and E below).

3. All print entries must be in the hands of the Competition Secretary by 7.30 pm on the evening of the competition. Digital images must be submitted at least a week in advance.

4. Marks awarded by the judge will be aggregated throughout the season for the purpose of assigning awards at the end of each season.

5. Trophies will be awarded (on loan for one year) for:


Photographer of the Year
Awarded to the photographer who scores the highest aggregate of judges’ marks for his or her entries in Print of the Year, Projected Digital Image of the Year and Set Subject competitions regardless of their division status.

Print Photographers of the Year
Awarded to the photographer in each division who scores the highest aggregate of judges’ marks for their entries in Print of the Year competitions.


Projected Digital Image Photographers of the Year
Awarded to the photographer in each division who scores the highest aggregate of judges’ marks for their entries in Projected Digital Image of the Year and Set Subject Projected Digital Image competitions.


Trophies will also be awarded for other competitions and individually named trophy competitions as set out in under “Trophies” below.

C. DIVISIONS
1. There will be two divisions for competitions in each of prints and projected digital images (including set subjects).

2. Division 1 will comprise the top scoring competitors in print and projected image competitions (including set subjects) from previous seasons.

3. Division 2 will be formed from the remaining members of the Club.

4. At the end of each season the composition of each division will be considered by the Committee in the light of the season's results, separately for prints and for projected digital images. Normally the bottom two members in Division 1 will go down to Division 2 and the two top scorers in Division 2 will be promoted to Division 1 for the following season. Marks scored in the appropriate competitions are the establishing factor for promotion and relegation. In the event of a tie, the Committee may apply promotion or relegation at their discretion. Other promotions or relegations may be made in order to maintain an appropriate balance in the numbers of members in each division.

5. New members will initially be assigned to Division 2 for prints and projected images. For their first full season they will be eligible to compete for the Chairman's Trophy based upon judges’ marks they have been awarded.

D. PRINT COMPETITIONS
1. All entries must be board mounted.

2. Maximum overall size of the print (including mount) is 50 cm x 40 cm. Minimum size 18 cm x 13 cm.
3. Titles and the photographer’s name must be written or printed on the back of the mount of each print at the top to facilitate correct placing on the display easel and for identification of the print. Adhesive labels may be affixed to the back of each print for the purposes of keeping a record of results.

4. To facilitate recording of judges’ marks entrants must notify the titles of their entries a week in advance of the competition. Either by: - 
a) Sending an e-mail to the Competition Secretary giving the titles of the pictures to be submitted. In this case no form is needed and a list of those who have sent titles will be available

OR

b) Handing in a completed entry form to the Competition Secretary.

Whichever way is chosen this input must be made at least a week in advance of the competition and this rule will be strictly adhered to. Following the event the Competition Secretary will provide a written confirmation of the judge’s marks to the entrant for their records. Specific entry forms are available for downloading from the Members’ section of the Club website.
5. The maximum number of entries that may be submitted by each member in any one competition will be announced beforehand. Normally 2 entries will be permitted.

6. Prints must conform to the Principles and Definitions and General Rules detailed in paragraphs A and B above.

7. Titles will be read out as each entry is presented to the judge.

E. PROJECTED DIGITAL IMAGE COMPETITIONS

(See paragraph F below for additional rules for Set Subject competitions).

1. For projected digital image competitions image files must be sized to 1400 maximum pixels wide AND 1050 maximum pixels high.
Landscape format images must therefore be 1400 maximum pixels wide and Portrait format images must be 1050 maximum pixels high.

2. All image files must be in JPG format.

3. Image files should be in sRGB colourspace to conform to the projection system settings. Images in other colourspace formats will be converted by the competition software and no guarantee can be given that the colour balance will be maintained.

4. The image file name must be the title that you wish to use for the image and should contain no other characters.

5. The image files submitted must be contained in a folder which is the name of the entrant. Again, no other characters should be inserted.

6. The folder containing the image files should be loaded onto a USB Flash Drive and handed to the Competition Secretary (or named alternate). A completed entry form (available for downloading from the Members’ section of the Club website) must be provided at the same time to allow checking against the digital files submitted.
OR

The folder and files may be sent by e-mail to the Competition Secretary as a “zipped“ package. In this case no form is needed, any receipt of submission will be acknowledged.

In either case the submission must be made at least one week before the competition. Any other submission methods must be agreed by the Competition Secretary. Submissions made less than one week by any method before the competition will not be accepted.

The submitted files will be loaded onto the DiCentra software in preparation for projection on the competition evening. Following the event the Competition Secretary will provide a written confirmation of the judge’s marks to the entrant for their records.

(Guidance on how to send the image file(s) and folder via an e-mail zip package can be provided by the Competition Secretary or found on the club members’ website).
7. A maximum number of digital image entries that may be submitted by each member in any one competition will be announced beforehand. (Currently 2).

8. Images must conform to the Principles and Definitions and General Rules detailed in paragraphs A and B above.

9. Titles will be displayed above the image.

F. OTHER COMPETITIONS

AUDIOVISUAL COMPETITIONS

1. Audiovisual competitions are for digital projection only.
2. An AV production should predominantly consist of a sequence of still photographic images, the majority of such images being the original work of the entrant, together with a synchronised sound track. The use of third-party images, animated graphics, video clips or other visual material, whilst not excluded, should be limited and appropriate to the production.

The maximum duration of each entry is 10 minutes. There is no minimum.

Competitors should note that, where third-party images / music are used, permission from the copyright holders should be obtained. Images from the Internet are copyright unless stated otherwise. The Club will assume that all appropriate copyright clearances have been obtained and cannot be held liable for any deviation from this rule.

3. Members may submit up to three entries that should be marked 1, 2, or 3 (showing their order of preference) in case it is necessary to restrict the number of entries projected due to time constraints.

4. Marks are not awarded for this competition, therefore it does not contribute to Photographer of the Year.

5. Principles and Definitions (paragraphs A2, A3, A6 and General Rules 3, 4) do not apply.

6. Competition entries must be handed to the Competition Organiser at the latest at the Club meeting in the week prior to the competition.
NOTE No guidance is given as to what form an AV should be submitted in e.g. Proshow, Pictures to Exe, Powerpoint, or whether it can be on a USB stick or CD.
SET SUBJECT COMPETITIONS

1. This competition is for digital projected images. Subjects will be set in advance of the season, together with any specified limitations.

2. Marks awarded by the judge are included in the Digital Projected Image Competition totals that count towards Photographer of the Year awards.

3. A maximum number of entries that may be submitted by each member in any set subject competition will be announced beforehand. (Currently 2).

4. Entries must conform to the Principles and Definitions and General Rules detailed in paragraphs A and B above.
FOUR-ON-A-THEME (If held)
1. Four-on-a-theme competitions are held separately for prints and for projected digital images.

2. The maximum number of entries will be announced.

3. Prints and projected images previously entered in other competitions may be used.

4. A print or projected image entered for the first time may be used as an entry in a later competition.

5. Entries must conform to the Principles and Definitions and General Rules detailed in paragraphs A and B above.
6. This competition does not contribute to Photographer of the Year.
FRANK WICKENDEN COMPETITION
1. This competition is for a panel of 5 Prints.
2. The five images may be seen as a mini panel akin to that required for submission to the RPS for Licentiateship Distinction. As a guide the RPS makes the following recommendations:

In assessing a panel the judges take into account: 

a) SEEING - imagination, creativity, an eye for a picture along with an appreciation of lighting.

b) TAKING - a sound understanding of the camera controls, of aperture and shutter speed to produce an exposure and depth of field appropriate for the subject is essential.

c) MAKING - quality of final image, print quality, sharpness.

d) PRESENTATION - is the final stage in the process and an opportunity through choice of image size and, in the case of prints, mounting, to really enhance the appearance of the submission. 

3. The five images can comprise a variety of the same or different subjects but must balance pictorially and, as a mounted display.

4. All mounts should ideally be the same colour.

5. If different formats are used, i.e. landscape, portrait, square, letterbox, or whatever, the completed panel should balance symmetrically (also where possible, tonally).

6. Prints must be marked on the reverse side with the order in which they should be displayed on the print stand, e.g. Outside Left, Inside Left, Middle, Inside Right, Outside Right.

7. The two year rule on the age of the images does not apply.

8. Images used in previous competitions may be used. New images may be used in future competitions.

9. Otherwise all rules in paragraph A “Principles and Definitions” apply. 
10. Entry forms are not required.

THE MANX CUP COMPETITION
1. Up to 2 prints may be entered in this competition. Prints must have been previously entered in other competitions in the past two years.

2. Entry forms are not required.

3. “Principles and Definitions” detailed in paragraph A above (except the two year rule, A3), and paragraphs B1 and B3 of “General Rules” are applicable.

OTHER COMPETITIONS

From time to time other non-qualifying competitions may be added to the year’s programme. Rules will be determined as and when required.
TROPHIES
THE LINDESAY CHALLENGE CUP is awarded to the Photographer of the Year, i.e. the photographer who gains the highest aggregate of judges’ marks from Club print, projected image and set-subject competitions held during the season (September to May).

THE HAYWARD CHALLENGE CUP (named after the Club founder, J. C. Hayward) is awarded to the Club Member with the highest total of judges’ marks in Print of the Year competitions Division 1. This cup is missing. The Meade Trophy has been substituted.
THE FOWLER CUP is awarded to the Club Member with the highest total of judges’ marks in Print of the Year competitions in Division 2.

THE RON FRANCIS PICTORIAL CUP is awarded to the Club Member with the highest total of judges’ marks in Projected Digital Image Competitions and Projected Digital Image Set Subject competitions in Division 1.

THE JEFF WAGNER CHALLENGE CUP (donated by past Chairman, Jeff Wagner) is awarded to the Club Member with the highest total of judges’ marks in Projected Image Competitions and Projected Image Set Subject Competitions in Division 2.

THE BARBARA BURGE TROPHY is awarded to the winner of the Audiovisual Competition.

THE PRESIDENT’S TROPHY (also called The Millennium Trophy) endowed by Club President, the Late Edward Mendell in 1999 is awarded to the Club Member who the Chairman considers to have made the greatest contribution to the Club or significant progress in any photographic field during the year.

THE FRANK WICKENDEN TROPHY (PLATE) (provided in honour of the Late Frank Wickenden) is awarded to the Club Member who is judged to have entered the best panel of prints in this competition.
THE MANX CUP (donated by the late Mike Lindsay) awarded for prints entered in the Mike Lindsay competition.

THE CHAIRMAN'S TROPHY (donated by past Chairman, Jeff Wagner) is awarded to the new member with the highest aggregate of judges’ marks scored in Print and Projected Image competitions during their first full season with the Club.

THE PHOENIX CUP is available if this competition is reinstated.
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