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Windlesham and Camberley Camera Club

Set subject competition
The chosen theme is “Street Life” for digital projected images.
The competition will be on 8th December 2010. Maximum 2 images per
entrant. Put on your thinking caps during the summer.

Programme for next season
You will soon be sent an e-mail with full details of the
programme for September 2010 - May 2011.
A printed copy of the programme will be available at the
first meeting on Wednesday 1st  September.

Chairman’s Chat
Another year has flown past with, for me, a seemingly endless involvement in the club activities. I have almost entered ‘work mode’ on
occasions when answering the telephone and becoming absorbed in the many issues and organisational aspects of the Chairman’s role.
That is not to say that I do not enjoy the challenge for it certainly adds a certain amount of zest to one’s life and I am never bored!
We have had many successes during the past season during which time we have entered our 75th Anniversary year. I will mention just
three of the principal high profile events which contributed to these successes, the first of which was the ‘Surrey Heath Old & New’
exhibition we staged in the Surrey Heath Museum in September 2009.  We were honoured when the Mayor of Surrey Heath, Councillor
Craig Fennell formally opened the exhibition in the presence of fellow councillors, guests and assembled club members.
There followed an invitation by the Camberley Theatre for us to stage an exhibition of our wildlife photographs in the theatre foyer during
the evening of the Chris Packham Show, ‘Never Mind the Buzzards’. Chris himself took time out during the interval to take a look at our
photographs.
We of course celebrated the Anniversary in great style with our ‘Evening with Charlie Waite’ at High Cross Church in March. This is by far
the largest project the Club has undertaken, with a paying audience of 300 people in attendance, a large percentage coming from other
camera clubs across the region and beyond. The evening proved to be very successful and we were complimented by Charlie for our
attention to detail and the professionalism of our organisation.
Added to these major events we were once again represented at All Saints Church in Lightwater for their May Bank Holiday Fair whilst on
the same day putting on a display at the re-kindled Surrey Heath Show at Frimley Lodge Park.
Many of our members are actively involved on a weekly basis voluntarily manning the Heritage Gallery in the Mall in Camberley in support
of the Surrey Heath Museum. The support for this venture has been overwhelming and our Club has benefited not only by being able to
display our photographs but also in increasing our membership as a result of the publicity the project has generated. We have now
reached a situation whereby for the first time in memory we have been forced to introduce a waiting list for new members.
I know that other members will be contributing articles for this edition of Hold It! and will leave it to them to cover our two holidays, our very
successful 75th Anniversary Dinner and the various other activities undertaken throughout the season.
Just to round things off, none of the aforementioned events just happen, there is a great deal of dedication, enthusiasm and organisation
required and we are indeed very fortunate in having those members amongst us who willingly give up their time to make these things
happen. I am not naming names; - they know who they are and so do the rest of us. Suffice to say a big ‘Thank You’ to you all.

Mike Hillman

Newsletter Issue 9 for Finals Night 26th May 2010
Commemorating 75 years of the club

Congratulations to this season’s winners
Photographer of the Year    - Mike Fielding
Print of the Year (Div. 1)    - Mike Fielding
Projected Image of the Year (Div. 1) - Peter Nicholson
Print of the Year (Div. 2)    - Ray Acland
Projected Image of the Year (Div. 2) - Mike Fielding
Audio-Visual Competition    - Derek Tanner
Best New member      - Charles Pearson
Frank Wickenden Trophy    - Carol Drew
Manx Cup        - John Collard
President’s Award
  for Services to the club   - Carol Drew
A results sheet giving details of all entrants’ scores will be
given out with this newsletter.

Trophies to be awarded tonight for
our 2009 - 2010 season

Provisional Outings and Summer School programme

Wed. June 9th Evening walk at Lightwater Country Park.
  Meet at 7.00 p.m.
Wed. June 23rd Summer School 7.30 p.m. in the club room.
Wed. July 7th Visit to Surrey University Campus. Meet at 7 p.m.
Wed. July 21st Summer School 7.30 p.m. in the club room.
Wed. Aug 4th Evening walk at Pirbright. Meet at 7 p.m.
Sat. Aug 14th  Day trip to Arundel.
Wed. Aug 18th Summer School 7.30 p.m. in the club room.

All events may be subject to change. You are advised to check the
website calendar for confirmation or contact:

Mike Hillman (Tel: 01276 471152) mikehillman@talktalk.net
or Alan Meeks (Tel: 01276 23994) alan@smeeks.f9.co.uk

If you need to contact other members, Mike and Alan have a full
list of addresses and telephone numbers.

Club Emblem
Our emblem originally suggested by the Late Edward Mendell was
adopted in the late 1990s.
To commemorate 75 years Martin Drew (Carol’s son) redrew the
emblem and added the banner ribbon as shown at the top of this
newsletter. Martin has also printed this newsletter and we would
like to thank him very much for doing so.
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75th Anniversary Dinner
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April 23rd 2010 was not just St. George’s Day but also the day we celebrated the Club’s 75th Anniversary.
About 70 members and partners gathered at the Bel Vedere restaurant in Bagshot at 7.30 p.m. and the
chairman, Mike Hillman opened the proceedings by welcoming everyone and looking forward to an
enjoyable evening. He then introduced our special guests, Jeff and Sylvia Wagner.

Jeff had been chairman of the Club for 28 years or more until he and Sylvia moved to
‘deepest Kent’ a few years ago. Mike estimated that Jeff had chaired about 1,000 meetings
during this time and had effectively set the mould which forms the basis of the success of
the Club to this day; - no wonder he and Sylvia were our special guests.
We were then served with drinks and an excellent meal by Mario and his very efficient and
attentive team of chefs and waiters. Throughout the meal there was a constant buzz of
convivial conversation with everyone having a good time.

There were of course the obligatory photographs being taken as well. Mike then said a few words and
thanked the organisers and Mario and his staff for a superb evening before proposing a toast to the Club.
Jeff Wagner followed with an excellent speech, remembering many members who are no longer with us and
concluded with a toast to ‘Absent Friends’.
It was very pleasing that many recently-joined members supported this event and all agreed that it had been
a wonderful evening, - a fitting 75th Anniversary celebration. Jenny Hillman

Photos mostly by Leo Kennedy and some by Carol Drew

A Little bit of History as published in the programme for the 12th International Exhibition
of World Camera Art in 1955 at The Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst
“Most treasured signature in Windlesham's exhibition visitors' book is that of H.M.
The Queen, who, as Princess Elizabeth, opened the Club's 7th International Salon in
1949.
Other names include H.R.H. The Duke of Connaught,  H.R.H. The Princess Alice, The
Earl of Athlone. Lady Patricia Ramsey, Marcus Adams, Lord Windlesham, The Earl of
Clanwilliam, The Hon. Anthony Asquith, The Earl of Mayo”
Opening a Windlesham Salon, Baron, celebrated court photographer, said: "For
quality of work this exhibition is the best I have attended." Photo by  C. F. Snow

“Celebrations to mark 75 years of camera club”
 was the headline in the Camberley News and Mail on 5th February 2010 accompanying a quarter page article with photographs.

Some of the history of the founding of Windlesham Camera Club by J. C. Hayward in 1935 is recorded in the club
website so will not be repeated here. There was and still is much pride in the early Royal connections. The current
Hon. Secretary has, over the years, gradually gathered together as much information and memorabilia as came his
way. We have an archive of programmes, exhibition publications, local newspaper cuttings, Parish newsletters and
some early correspondence between committee members. Also we have a large number of mounted competition
prints dating from the 1960s. These have been gathered from members many of whom are no longer with us.
In connection with the 60th anniversary in 1995 a video was produced outlining the history using an original
recording of the voice of our founder as commentary.
Since that time much has been achieved by the club. It has contributed to many local cultural events, staged
exhibitions, assisted other creative organisations and its membership has soared. Some of the increased interest in
club membership must be attributed to the rapid adoption of digital photographic techniques which has made
photography more accessible and is now the mainstay of club activity.
Time permitting, it is hoped to prepare a new DVD programme which should bring together more of the early history
records and document the last 15 years of club life and activities. Alan Meeks



Competition Divisions 2010 - 2011
Based on this season’s competition results and in order to maintain an
appropriate balance between the two divisions the composition of Division 1
for next season’s competitions is shown below.
All other competitors are in Division 2.

Finals Night 2009 Trophy Winners for 2008-2009 season

Our panel of 8 prints in Yateley Camera Club’s Francis Spooner 8x8x8
competition on 14th May 2010 that we won last year

Committee for 2010 - 2011
Chairman     - Mike Hillman
Vice-Chairman    - Roger Hoyle
Hon. Treasurer    - Carol Drew
Programme Secretary    - Janet Barton
Competition Sec. (Internal)    - Rod Downing
Competition Sec. (External)    - Larry Clark
Hon. Secretary    - Alan Meeks
Studio Group Leader    - John Hill
Digital Imaging Group Leader    - Craig Dickson
AV Group Leader    - Mike Reed
Other Members - Pauline Dobler
 - Mike Morley

- Mike Clift

Prints
Ray Acland (P) Paul Barrow (P) Bernie Cawson John Collard
Rod Downing (P) Carol Drew John Evans Mike Fielding
Alan Filby John Hill  Mike Hillman Roger Hoyle
Leo Kennedy Peter Nicholson Paul Wells (P)

Projected Images
John Collard Bernie Cawson Pauline Dobler (P) Carol Drew
Mike Fielding (P) Alan Filby (P) John Hill  Jenny Hillman
Mike Hillman Jean Hoyle Roger Hoyle Leo Kennedy
Peter Nicholson Mike Morley Mike Reed Paul Wells (P)

(P) = Promoted from last season’s Division 2

Acknowledgements
The Editor would like to thank all members who provided articles for this Newsletter and apologises if
space restrictions prevented your item from being included. I offer particular thanks to Mike Hillman
who has provided many of the articles for this edition of HOLD IT! This is an indication of the wide range
of activities that Mike has organised and that he carries out tirelessly for the club.
Leo provided many of the photos and apologies are offered to all who have provided photographs that
may not have been acknowledged as I lost track of the origins of some images.
Photos were provided by Leo Kennedy, Carol Drew, Graeme Parker, Pauline Dobler, Mike Clift, Manoo
Parmar, Ian Hoskin, Mike Hillman, Jean Hoyle, Alan Meeks and probably others.

AV competition 2009-10 winner
Derek Tanner with Judge Mike Hammersley
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Helena Whittaker (Best Newcomer), Alan Filby (Print of the Year Div. 2), Janet Barton
(President’s Award), Carol Drew (Digital Projected Image of the Year Div. 1 & Print of the Year

Div. 1 & Photographer of the Year), Bernie Cawson (Digitally Projected Image of the year
Div. 2), Mary Filby (Frank Wickenden Memorial Plate), Roger Hoyle (Manx Cup),

Mike Reed (Barbara Burge Trophy for AV)

Photo: Mike Hillman

Mike Fielding receives his CPAGB award
from Tony Riley SPA ChairmanPhoto: Leo Kennedy

Proud to be 75
Leo Kennedy is usually behind the camera so he deserves to be seen here
particularly as he also commemorates a 75th anniversary this year!

RPS President, Rosemary Wilman ARPS presents
the Frank Wickenden Plate to Carol Drew
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Exhibition at All Saints’ Church Lightwater May Fete
The club has exhibited at this annual event for more than 20 years. Last year having displayed 88 prints I
reported “Next year we hope to put on an even better display using the stands and digital images in a slightly
different way. That’s if we are invited again!” Well, we were, and again we excelled ourselves. About 138
prints were displayed on the stage using our club easels and several more borrowed from another Camera
Club. As well as displaying prints we had a self-running video display on a TV screen showing the ‘Surrey
Heath Old and New’ pictures (90) plus a sequence of 225 images that had scored highly in digital projection
at club competitions over the last 3 years.
We had a number of requests to join the club, but sadly had to advise that there is a waiting list. It is a first
for the club and many other clubs would be more than happy to be in our situation.
We had many admiring comments from the public, and indeed, the set-up encouraged many visitors to go
on to the stage to view all the prints.
Unfortunately the photographic competition which we judge on behalf of the community association for
Lightwater residents did not fare so well, there being only one entry.
My thanks go to all members who loaned their prints and digital images and to Alan who prepared the video
display. I would like to thank all those who gave of their time on the Friday afternoon to erect the stands and
particularly to Mike Hillman for going out of his way to collect and return the easels to Yateley Camera Club.
Thank you to all of you who manned the exhibition on the day, including the members who arrived at 9am to
arrange the prints on display. Without all of you this exhibition could not have taken place. Annie Searle

Letter from America
Hello to everyone. I’m sorry I missed my planned visit to Camberley and the club during my trip last summer. I was with a friend and time was too limited.
Congratulations on your 75 years! That’s amazing to me. I’m happy to hear that the club is so active and doing so well. I’ve just returned from a trip to
Germany and Portugal. You can view my photos at: www.bellettiphotography.com/personal/portugal2010/  and
www.bellettiphotography.com/personal/germany2010/. Got to see Tony Woods & his wife at their new home in Portugal, and enjoyed catching up.
I miss all my friends back in the UK and can’t wait for a chance to come back for a lengthier visit. I’ve just bought and renovated a home here in Atlanta, so it
looks like I’m here to stay. But business is good and I hope to have more opportunity for travel later on in the year.
Kind regards, Shannon Belletti   shannon@bellettiphotography.com

The Fallas Festival 2010
In March a group of members enjoyed a holiday to Denia, Spain to see the Fallas Festival. This unique event involves the building of
effigies depicting fairy tales, legends of screen and stage and local personalities. Officially, the Fallas celebrate the day devoted to
Christ's Father, Saint Joseph, and its roots lie in the Valencian wood-working tradition. During long, dark winter nights, carpenters had
to work by the dim glow of oil lamps which they hung from a pole with several arms. The word falla comes from the Latin facula meaning
torch. In spring, the lamp stands were a waste of space and, since carpenters could easily build a new one, they were burnt along with
piles of old wood shavings, as part of the celebrations for the day of their Patron Saint. Local people started using the carpenters'
bonfires to get rid of old clothes or unwanted junk. Then someone, with a typically Spanish eye to satire, sat a scarecrow on top, and
dressed it to look like an important, but disliked, neighbour. This added to the fun of the fiesta, and the fallas began. Today, different
neighbourhoods still compete to produce the best fallas, only now they commission specialist artists, sculptors and craftsmen to create,
transport and erect the final statues. A small town of fallas engineers has grown just outside Valencia, providing employment for
thousands of people. But modernisation has not diminished their power to puncture pomposity, to comment on social trends, or to poke
fun. It must be a humbling experience for a politician to see himself go up in flames - a spitting image, spitting real fire.
Our thanks go to Mike and Jenny Hillman who organised the trip and especially John Evans who originally gave them the idea.

An Evening with Charlie Waite on Saturday 6th March 2010
When Janet remembered it was the Club’s 75th anniversary in 2010, we never dreamed at that time what
a successful and prestigious event we would hold! We discussed in committee about holding another big
event with a well known photographer – something we hadn’t done since the “Mega” event in 1997.
When Janet and I visited the Oxo Gallery to see an exhibition of Charlie Waite’s work early in 2009 we
were lucky enough to coincide with Charlie himself giving an impromptu talk. We collared him, told him
about our anniversary, and asked if he would consider giving our Club a talk. He gave us his secretary’s
contact details, and the rest, as the saying goes is history!
Initially there were misgivings from some committee members as to whether we would cover our costs,
because the man doesn’t come cheap! We booked High Cross Church and we had the option of the hall
or the main sanctuary, depending on how many tickets we sold. The maximum seating capacity in the
sanctuary is 300. My son Martin designed the posters and flyers, and I set about emailing like mad to all
the camera clubs and photography schools and colleges I could find on the internet. We delivered flyers
to libraries, photography shops, and community centres in all the surrounding towns. By February the
event was a sell-out and we were having to compile a waiting list! This was better than our wildest
dreams. Not only had we covered our costs, but had made a huge profit as well.
The event was a stupendous success. I would like to especially thank Janet, Jean and Mike Morley, and
the rest of the team of volunteers who swung into action on the day, from setting up our exhibition of
photographs in the morning, to doing the refreshments, manning the doors, selling raffle tickets, etc.
Special mention should go to Roger Hoyle  and Bernard Barton for the sterling job they did selling
Charlie’s books and DVDs. Also Craig for coming to the rescue in sorting out the projection of Charlie’s images. Charlie himself was amazed at
our attention to detail and commended us on our organisational skills.
Charlie was very relaxed and friendly, and totally laid back! Everyone enjoyed his anecdotes, whether keen photographers or “other halves”. I
was completely overwhelmed just before the interval when I discovered that Janet had managed to find me an out-of-print copy of Charlie
Waite’s “Venice”, something I have always wanted. The team even arranged for Charlie to sign it and present it to me on stage on behalf of the
Club – a moment I will never forget. The evening ran over time but no one minded, and at the end of it all Charlie found time to look properly at
the Club’s exhibition, congratulating us on the standard of our work, before driving back to Dorset.
We now have 5 years until our 80th anniversary to match that! Carol Drew

Lightwater Fete
Annie

supervising
Rod

demolishing



Memorable Events
of the season
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Bulgaria holiday group

Back to school at the summer outing  to
Museum of Rural Crafts at Tilford

Jess cleans up at The Heritage Gallery

  Virginia Water walkers Roger Hoyle, Alan and Mary Filby, Dave Beaumont having a worm’s eye view!

This is why our start in January
was delayed by 2 weeks

and the programme disrupted

Leo and Friend at Chris Packham’s
talk at Camberley Theatre

Chris Packham inspects our Wildlife print display

Some of the team that prepared the
Surrey Heath Old and New Exhibition

Charlie Waite meets John Hayward son of
our founder together with his Wife and

our Chairman

Surrey Mayors visit
The latest Heritage gallery

Hal West and John Evans
on the Club holiday in Spain

Fallas masks
by Graeme Parker



Surrey Heath “Old and New” Exhibition
In June 2008 Sharon Cross, curator of the Surrey Heath Museum suggested that the club might like to present an exhibition of photographs for
display in the museum. The committee readily agreed to the proposal and agreed the theme “Surrey Heath Old & New” set by Sharon.
The principal conditions were that each photograph must have been taken especially for the project and must not have been on public display
prior to the exhibition. All must depict an obvious or imagined aspect of old or new, or a combination of both in the Borough of Surrey Heath.
Thirty-two club members submitted in excess of 500 images for the selection panel, all of which were listed in a comprehensive database
detailing and identifying each image. Eventually ninety-one images were selected for the exhibition, sixty of which were to be framed and the
balance formed a separate portfolio.
Once the selection process had been completed the mount board had to be cut to size and each of the prints mounted. Sixty of the photographs
were then set into the glass fronted frames all of which required cleaning and hanging wires to be attached.
The exhibition hosted by Sharon on behalf of The Borough Council, was formally opened on 22nd September 2009 by The Mayor of Surrey
Heath, Councillor Craig Fennell in the presence of fellow councillors and other invited guests and club members.
Particular thanks were recorded to the team of club members who played very active roles in putting the whole exhibition together. We
expressed our thanks to Sharon for her help and guidance throughout the process and to The Surrey Heath Arts Council that generously
provided the funds to purchase the sixty frames. Photech Limited kindly discounted the processing costs for the prints and were very helpful in
adjusting certain images to the exacting requirements placed upon them.
All agreed that the exhibition had been a total success and that the extensive efforts of the exhibition ‘team’ had been very well rewarded.
 Mike Hillman

Club Holiday to Bulgaria
At the end of last season, a small group of us visited Bulgaria again.  The first few days we stayed in Bozhentsi, a traditional village in
the heart of the countryside with Assen, a keen naturalist and photographer, as our guide and Daniel, our driver. Our first visit was to
an ethnographic open-air museum at Etar, where we saw traditional crafts powered by water-driven machinery and many old buildings
from the 19th century.  One of the best days was when we walked several kilometres from the village through woods and along a Roman
road to the town of Tryavna. We saw and heard many birds, including a Golden Oriole, plus many varieties of insects and beautiful
flowers. Together with the stunning scenery these provided wonderful photographic opportunities. Towards the end of the walk, we saw
what Assen thought was the footprint of a lynx – but fortunately not the owner!!
One evening we helped Jane celebrate her birthday with a cake and a night walk in the village to set off a Chinese lantern.  I wonder
what the locals thought of these English visitors sneaking about in the dark – there were no street lights!
Later in the week we moved to Pamporovo in the western Rhodope Mountains. We visited the Trigrad Gorge where we glimpsed the
elusive wallcreeper, with his bright red plumage; the Miraculous Bridges, impressive natural archways in the rocks created millions of
years ago by an earthquake and of course a winery to sample several varieties of Bulgarian wine. Other places of interest included a
golden-domed Russian church at Kalofer, the mountainous area of Dospat and the village of Shiroka Luka.
Our final night, we had a hog roast which was paraded round the restaurant on a spit while a man played the gaidi, a Bulgarian version of
the bagpipes.  Later we were ‘entertained’ by a local folk singer, also accompanied by the gaidi. And as it was Assen’s birthday we
continued the celebrations outside by lighting another Chinese lantern, which we watched ascend over the mountains in the distance.
A very enjoyable holiday, thanks to the organisation and hard work both before and during the holiday by Mike and Jenny.
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Members Evening talk by Bill Moncur
Bill Moncur was a Schoolboy in 1944 when he first heard of the name MULBERRY, the codename for the pre-fabricated Floating Harbours
news of which burst upon the public soon after the Normandy D-Day Landings on 6 June 1944.
It never occurred to him that more than 50 years later he would be responsible for suggesting, raising funds and organising the creation
of the main monument to the Mulberry Harbours. This great wartime event at Arromanches was recorded in Bronze and Granite in the
Millennium Year 2000 and was unveiled by Lady Soames, daughter of Sir. Winston Churchill.

Bill’s historic photograph of
Mulberry Harbours on D-Day

Subsequently Bill once again became a driving force for
creation of a memorial to commemorate Allan Beckett the
brilliant engineer, who designed the bridge structures and Kite
anchors the success of which were critical to the whole
landing operation. Bill, with input from the family of Allan
Beckett and the Mayor of Arromanches, arranged for the
design and construction of a bronze bust of Beckett, two
bronze plaques and a full size replica of a Kite Anchor which
were installed on a plinth at Arromanches and officially
unveiled in 2009.Allan Beckett Memorial

At Arromanches

In that Bill’s involvement and passion for this project was known to two camera club committee members he was asked to tell us about
it at a recent Members’ Evening. Bill modestly described the two projects and showed a DVD that contained many fascinating historic
and technical details. Bill’s presentation included coverage of both ceremonies with extracts from his own video recordings and a
professional documentary that he had arranged. Copies of all his material have been provided to the Imperial War Museum.
Still waters run deep. Alan Meeks

Acknowledgement. I’m not sure if I have used the right title but I know what I mean! I thought it might be appropriate to put words into print for all to see and ‘acknowledge’
rather than make an announcement at the next meeting, effectively after the horse has bolted.
We have all readily accepted the past issues of HOLD IT! and have been very impressed and complimentary of its content and presentation, - I try to remember to thank the
Editor but I’m sure it is not always done and so I have taken this opportunity to put the proverbial horse before the carriage and express my gratitude on behalf of all members for
these excellent productions, and of course for this one in particular.
The Editor is of course Alan Meeks. He continues to produce the newsletter originally instigated as a black and white document many years ago by past chairman, Jeff Wagner.
You will see in this edition various articles from members who, including me, have had their arms twisted, sometimes more than once with reminders, to produce articles for the
publication. There are also articles instigated by Alan himself that required research and a considerable amount of time from an already busy schedule. We honoured Alan last
year for his services to the club and this is yet another of the tasks he undertakes on our behalf. Alan, - this is a BIG thank you for such an excellent piece of work! Mike H.



Woodturning – The Way to Digital.
I was fortunate to be able to show off a little of my other passion of wood
and woodturning in the talk that I gave to the club at the members’
evening in February. This was a pictorial record of the construction and
turning of a complex piece that was made for a competition organised by
the Worshipful Company of Woodturners, one of the City of London’s
livery companies, and achieved a first place in one of the categories. I
hope that the people who came enjoyed the show.

Red Kites at Gigrin Farm in Mid Wales
My son Jake, visiting us from his
home in California recently, and I
decided on some male bonding so on
a nice sunny spring day decided to
drive to the Red Kite feeding site at
Gigrin Farm in Rahyader, Powys, Mid
Wales. Feeding takes place every

day of the year at 3 pm in summer and 2 pm in winter and lasts for
about 2 hours. This gives plenty of time to capture good images. Other
birds we saw were ravens and buzzards. Anything from a few dozen
Kites up to several hundred can be seen, depending on the season
and anyone who has seen just a single Kite darting through the
countryside, will appreciate that a crowd en mass is simply
breathtaking. From a photographic point of view there are many
challenging opportunities to capture and create brilliant images of
these beautiful birds. There are seven hides at Gigrin of which two are
set aside for keen photographers.
These cost either £15 or £20 per head and each holds about 8 people.
Tripods were not used so highish ISO, aperture priorty and very fast
shutter speeds were used but its all weather dependant! Places in
these hides should be booked in advance.
The surrounding countryside is beautiful for landscape enthusiasts so
one should plan to stay overnight. A good B&B is The Horseshoe Guest
House (01597 810982). Gigrin Farm has an excellent Web site:
www.gigrin.co.uk Tel: 01597810243. GPS: LD6 5BL
It’s well worth a visit! Leo Kennedy

For some years previously I had been writing
articles on Woodturning for “The Woodturner”, a
bi-monthly magazine which has now been
incorporated into “The Woodworker”. At that time
the magazine had just started and I was

introduced by a fellow member of the Surrey Association of
Woodturners (SAW) who was an experienced author. I started off with
an article on the technique that I showed in my talk, which is the
incorporation of veneers into a turning block such that, when the block
was turned, they produced interesting patterns on the surface.
As with any “How I did it” article there were
pictures taken during the construction of the
pieces to show what was going on. I am pleased
to say that the Editor liked what I had done and
asked for more so between about 1998 and 2000
I used a film camera to produce pictures on new
work as I did it. Two problems became apparent,
the pictures, probably no more than half a dozen,
were wanted straightaway so you could not wait
till the end of the film and, even more significantly you did not know
whether they were satisfactory until the prints were received, by which
time the stage of work had moved on.
It was this that spurred me on to “Go digital” and, after much magazine
searching (no decent broadband or Google) and a visit to LCE in
Guildford. I eventually bought a Nikon 800, a little(ish) 2 Mpixel camera
that I thought might do the job. It turned out to be a very good buy, able
to handle close up subjects and giving me some very crisp images well
up to the quality needed for the magazine. You could also take pictures
whilst turning, one hand on the tool, one on the camera! Its main
downside was its very slow response and recycle time but this really did
not matter for this task
The camera is still in working order today and remains the instrument of
choice for this sort of task. Mike Morley

Surrey Heath Museum Action Group (SHMAG)
Our club over a very long period has enjoyed a close relationship with the
Surrey Heath Museum and benefited from, and contributed to the
services provided. When we were made aware by Sharon Cross that
budgeting adjustments planned by the Council had placed the future of
the museum in considerable doubt we accepted an invitation from the
newly formed Action Group to join them. The objectives are not fund
raising. They are to promote the museum and actively lobby the Borough

Alan Meeks – Honorary Life Membership
For the first time in my memory Alan Meeks, our Hon. Secretary, was absent from our AGM in March
2009. He had tendered the feeble excuse that he was spending the day in hospital!

There was a certain amount of trepidation on my part for it was my first AGM as chairman but, in his
usual attention to detail and formality he had prepared an ‘order of service’ for Roger and me to ensure
that protocols were maintained.

This attention to detail when passed on to the assembled membership generated a healthy discussion
and it soon became apparent that there was a unanimous feeling of appreciation and respect from all
those present for the countless number of hours of work and effort Alan has given to the Club over so
many years, and still continues to do so.

This overwhelming feeling of respect and appreciation led to a proposal from the members that Alan
should be awarded the highest recognition of his services that the Club is able to give.

Alan was subsequently presented with a suitably engraved Glass Bowl and awarded Honorary Life
Membership of The Windlesham & Camberley Camera Club. Congratulations Alan on behalf of all our
members! Mike Hillman
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David Kemp presents the
engraved bowl to Alan

Council to ensure its future with even larger and better facilities. Regular meetings are held and I
represent our club at these meetings. In furthering the promotion of the museum, the Group have
been able to negotiate with the Borough Council the alternating free rental of two of the empty
shops in the Main Square in Camberley for the purpose of displaying exhibits from each of the
affiliated groups. In our case this is of course a display of our photographs. This is now well known as
The Heritage Gallery. As far as we are aware this is the only project of its type in the country with at
least 30 organisations now participating. In the first three months of operating we received over
12,000 visitors, however since moving to a lower footfall area of the Mall numbers have dropped.
There is hope on the horizon though as we will be relocating again at the end of June, - possibly back
to the original shop in the centre of the Mall.
Having said that the objectives are not fund raising, we have in fact, through sales of books,
photographs and DVDs been able to raise about £900 so far which will be made available to the
museum for the purchase of equipment needed by Sharon in the course of her museum activities.
The Heritage Gallery could not function without the dedicated leadership of Phil Stevens and the
seventy plus volunteers who willingly give of their time to man the shop weekly from Tuesday to
Saturday. I am very proud, as chairman of our club, to acknowledge that the vast majority of
volunteers are our members. Thank you to you all! We now look forward (or not!) to the next move
at which no doubt we will once again be providing the lion’s share of assistance. Mike Hillman

Phil Stevens,Sharon Cross, Clare Nobbs,
Michael Gove MP & Councillor Wynne Price at

the official opening of the first Heritage Gallery
in Main Square, Camberley
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Surrey Heath Show – Saturday 1st May 2010
For the second year running, the Club put on an excellent exhibition of prints at the Surrey
Heath Show. We had a prime spot in the corner of the marquee this year, which also meant
we were sheltered from the wind (which was a problem last year) as well as the one  rain
shower in what was otherwise a bright and sunny day. It makes me proud to belong to a
Club where everyone is always keen to help out. If it wasn’t for the huge quantity of prints
from members and the willing team of volunteers to “man” the exhibition all day, it wouldn’t
have been possible to mount this exhibition as well as the one in Lightwater on the same
day. All praise also to Mike Hillman who somehow managed to help set up and dismantle at
both events, and even delayed his holiday by a couple of days to be here. What
commitment!
We were continuously congratulated on the standard of images and diversity of our work.
Comments in the Visitors Book were very positive, and Graeme Parker managed to grab a
picture of the current Mayor, Craig Fennell signing the book. We had many enquiries from
people wishing to join, but sadly we could only advise them to join the waiting list for our very
popular Club. Carol Drew

Carol Drew and Janet Barton with Mayor
of Surrey Heath Councillor Craig Fennell

Photo: Graeme Parker

Personal thoughts, ramblings and observations of a newish member.
I have always been interested in photography or at least as long back as I can remember. I saw the display in the Heritage gallery in the town centre and was
so impressed with the quality of the pictures there, I asked the person about the club and he suggested looking at the website to find out more. I now seem
to be the major contributor to the website and that I find strange but never mind. It would be great to see more of the stunning images from the competitions
on there, especially after the judges’ critical assessments.
I was itching to attend a meeting and was frustrated by the snow which caused two meetings to be cancelled but after the thaw it was all systems go again. I
was welcomed at my first meeting by the club secretary and sat right at the back. After a few meetings I found myself sitting in more or less the same seat each
week and noticed most people also sat in the same seats and wondered if I had taken anyone’s seat but nobody seemed to mind. I also noticed some people
at the back are a tad raucous at times and this reminded me of being back at school.
I entered a competition as the next one came round and was surprised when what I considered to be the stronger of my two prints received an average mark
and my ‘weaker’ entry received a TEN. I have since discovered predicting a judges rating is extremely difficult so don’t bother now, just hope they will like them
or at least give some constructive advice. The judges seem to have a difficult job and as they say if they give us a high score we think they are good and
vice-versa. I now kind of know the things they will mark pictures down on so watch for these both in the taking and processing stages of my photography. I
haven’t missed a meeting and have never found one that hasn’t been interesting in some way but the competitions are by far the most exciting and
disappointing depending on the scores. I think the judges need more time to assess our pictures but with the numbers and time constraints, cannot see a
solution. I did think one picture each would be the answer but it would lessen the fun so discounted that idea and continue to think of ideas for consideration.
I much enjoy the convivial and social element of the club meetings where we get together to show our work and have a chat in general, and have now met
some very interesting people at the club. I thought the club dinner in particular was a very entertaining evening with good food and company.
I would like to see an evening with some of our better/experienced members discussing how they take their pictures with tips on focussing etc., and perhaps
giving us an insight on how they took and processed a particular picture they are proud of.
I am looking forward to the summer season of events especially the trip to Arundel which I put forward as a possible trip venue and hope good weather
accompanies us as well.
All in all, I enjoy being a member and like the way the club is run and congratulate the committee for the sterling work they do on behalf of the members.
 Charles Pearson

Mary Filby
Mary sadly passed away late last year after bravely
enduring a long period of suffering. Despite this she
maintained her strong will to live and was indeed an
inspiration to us all with her strength of character and
determination to ‘carry on as usual’.
She joined our club with husband Alan about six years ago
and was very keen on the great outdoors. With Alan she
was an active member of the local Ramblers Group and was
never without her camera. She soon became known in the
club as the ‘Dragonfly Lady’, for she produced some truly
outstanding photographs of these creatures and other
natural history subjects mostly taken from the canal boat in
France on which she and Alan spent many happy times.
Mary was rewarded for her photographic skills by winning
Print Photographer of the Year for the 2007/2008 season
and then continued her success by winning the Frank
Wickenden Trophy 2008/2009.
We have lost a very lively, cheerful and lovely lady and we
miss her most sincerely. Our thoughts continue to be with
Alan who is still an active member of the club Mike Hillman

Mick Webb
Sadly we lost another member during this past season; Mick Webb passed away on 22nd
December 2009 after being airlifted home from Costa Rica where he had suffered a
heart attack whilst on holiday some three or four weeks earlier.
Mick was a close neighbour of ours, and a personal friend for about 40 years. He had
been a long serving member of our Club during the 1970s and 1980s acting as Hon.
Treasurer for 3 years and Competition Secretary for 3 years. Mick left when his daughter
suffered an accident which required regular attendance at the Gymnastics Club in
Camberley. He subsequently dedicated the past 25 years or so of his life to the
Gymnastics Club, not only in support of his daughter, but also in promoting the club
which has since produced some very high achievers in the world of Gymnastics.  Since
retiring and with a bit more time on his hands Mick decided to get back into
photography and so recently re-joined our Club. He was pleasantly surprised to see
some of the old hands still around, as we were to see him back amongst us.
Sadly the re-union was not to last very long and we are deeply saddened by his passing.
Following Mike’s funeral Sheila told me that he had previously prepared a set of prints
which he had intended to enter into forthcoming competitions, I suggested that she
might like us to display the photographs at The Heritage Gallery, - a suggestion she
willingly agreed to. The photographs were subsequently given pride of place at the
Gallery for all to see and admire. Our thoughts are with Sheila, and daughters Samantha,
and Katie. Mike Hillman

Ron Francis whose name was synonymous with commercial and portrait photography in Camberley since the 1950s passed away early in
2010. The Club was represented by Mike Hillman and Alan Meeks at Ron’s funeral and assistance was later given to Sharon Cross and
Ron’s daughter in sorting some of his photographic equipment. Ron endowed the club’s Ron Francis Pictorial Cup and his name will live
on through the massive archive of his negatives that were entrusted to the Surrey Heath museum several years ago. These include large
numbers of pictures of Elmhurst Ballet School which he photographed for several decades. Alan Meeks

In Memoriam
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